
Potential Trails Grant FAQ 

Greetings, 
 
On May 22, 2025 the MUD held an Open House meeting to gather public feedback on a potential 
trail project in the neighborhood.  We received a great deal of feedback and wanted to provide 
the most commonly asked questions during the session as well as some additional materials 
that were requested for those that were unable to attend. 

I do not, nor am I permitted to, speak for the rest of the MUD Board.  Speaking for myself, I saw 
no public support in evidence for the potential grant project.  The next required step in the 
process is for the Board to consider a resolution supporting the project which is on the agenda 
for the May 28, 2025 Board meeting.  I will be recommending to the Board that we do not 
proceed with the resolution and thus, necessarily, do not proceed with this potential trail project 
(or associated grant).   

Warmest regards,​
David Johnson 
 
What is the cost of the project?  How would it be paid? 
The project as shown at the Open House would be approximately $2.8 million dollars for which 
TXDOT would pay approximately $2.2 million dollars.  The 20% share (approximately $560,000) 
from the MUD would come not from the annual budget but from the Parks Bond funds approved 
by residents, the same source that is paying for the new playground but would not interfere with 
that project in any way. 
 
What about ongoing costs? 
As with all MUD facilities, ongoing maintenance would be paid for through MUD funds similar to 
all other park facilities/amenities. 
 
Would there be public access to the trails? Pools/Parks? 
A requirement of the grant of this amount would be 20 year access for the public.  Specifically, 
this would mean that the MUD could not prevent the public from accessing the trails paid for 
with these dollars. 

It is important to note that it only applies to elements paid for with those funds.  The public 
would have zero access to any existing trails not touched by these funds, zero access to the 
parks, zero access to the pavilions/disc golf course/tennis courts/basketball courts, etc. and 
zero access to the pools.   

It is also important to note that the MUD has never functionally restricted access to the parks or 
trails.  While there are posted signs that direct people that only residents and their guests may 
use our facilities nothing physically prevents them from doing so.  It is also not required for the 
MUD to advertise to the public the trails are available, only that they not be disallowed from 
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using them.  Further, any criminal or destructive activity would result in a person’s expulsion 
from those trails whether a resident or not. 
 
What would be the material used for the trail? 
The presentation at the Open House displayed a concrete trail as that is what has been in the 
neighborhood’s Parks Masterplan for decades.  While it was priced that way initially, there would 
be nothing that prevents us from considering, for example, decomposed granite or some other 
material.   
 
Has this potential project cost money so far? 
Yes.  To fully be able to consider the project and what would be entailed, in addition to the costs, 
it is necessary to have a professional firm update relevant elements of our Parks Master Plan.  
The MUD assigned this to the firm that has been trusted with the District’s park amenities for 
about 20 years, Hitchcock Design Group.  Prior Directors hired Hitchcock Design Group long ago 
and the firm continues to be a valuable resource in our community.  The fee for this work was 
initially set at $9,000.  Should the resolution not pass, the invoice sent to the MUD will only be 
for hours worked rather than the full amount. 

It is important to note that the money spent for these updates have value completely aside from 
the potential grant project.  The Parks Masterplan is approximately 7 years old, and as noted 
below many elements were significantly out of date.  These updates bring us in alignment with 
current financial estimates as well as updated layouts and designs. 
 
Would the MUD use eminent domain? 
Not in any way.  The trails proposed would be entirely on MUD property.   
 
Pre-Application 
A request was made to see the information already submitted to TXDOT.  The information the 
MUD submitted was titled a “pre-application” which is a non-binding notice of interest.  The MUD 
submitted, free of any cost, the pre-application as a way to allow further consideration and bring 
the idea to residents, but did not obligate the MUD to proceed with an application. 

The pre-application is included as part of this PDF.  The first thing you’ll notice is that it’s very 
different (both dollars and trails) from the information presented at the Open House.  At the time 
of the pre-application the details of the potential project hadn’t been fully formed and the cost 
estimates were from the last update to the Parks Masterplan around 2018.  Since then the costs 
have been updated and the details have been better formed, resulting in what was presented at 
the Open House.  Additionally, the source of funds has been updated to the Parks Bond and any 
sort of proposal for connecting to neighboring spaces (retail, neighborhoods, trails, etc.) has 
been removed since the pre-application.   
 
Additional Attachments 
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To help visualize the project for those that couldn’t make it to the Open House, we’ve included 
the visuals that were on display.  One is a map of the proposed trails marked in orange.  The 
other is a cross section showing the potential trails and the potential bridges across the creek. 
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